














































































1 18-23 26 13 13 19,9 1,7
2 24-29 25 14 11 26,7 1,8
3 30-35 27 10 17 32,0 1,9
4 36-41 29 10 19 39,0 1,7
5 42-47 27 16 11 44,1 1,5
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Abstract: Pragmatic knowledge is an important aspect of communication competence, which consists of communication 
data do not provide us with a clear and generally accepted developmental course of communication functions in children older 
than 18 months. Therefore, the aim of the present study was to gain insight into the order and time of appearance of later 
communication functions such as seeking information, commenting, developing narrative abilities and being funny. The study 
used the non-standardised research adaptation of the Language Use Inventory (LUI-Croatian) to collect data on 134 typically 
developing children aged 18-47 months. 
After the age of 18 months, communication functions expanded systematically, and children began to communicate in an 
months), then about their own perspective (what they thought, liked or wanted), other people’s activities (24-29 months), someone 
other people’s thoughts and (social) rules (36-47 months). Developmental progress was also observed in their humor (which was 
achieved initially nonverbally and later verbally) and storytelling. Developmental communication changes and their quality suggest 
that they rely heavily on the development of sociocognitive ability (theory of mind) and language ability.
Keywords: Language Use Inventory (LUI-Croatian), pragmatic skills, communication development, late communication 
functions
